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What stuff do we need to buy ?? 
!
One of the most daunting elements of getting started 
with music lessons is worrying about what equipment 
you will need to buy and how much it’s going to cost. 
The good news is that you can get all the stuff needed 
to get started for a small investment. Over the last 10 
years the price of starter guitars, drum sets and 
keyboards have come down dramatically. With this 
guide we have outlined several packages for each 
instrument. There is a good, better and best for each 
instrument so you can get a better idea of what you 
will need to spend to get started. We would 
recommend that you bring this guide with you to the 
music store. Even if they don’t have the exact model 
they will most likely have something else that is 
similar. The exact brand name is not really that 
important in this situation. The guide also contains a 
list of accessory items you may need. 



!

You do not need a full size acoustic, upright piano 
to get started on keyboards. Even if you can easily 
afford a high end piano, I wouldn’t recommend 
getting one at the beginning. What is important is to 
get a weighted key keyboard. These are electronic 
keyboards that can be plugged into speakers or will 
have speakers built right in.They are very portable 
and affordable. You will want one that is at least 64 
keys as well. You will also need a keyboard bench 
and a sustain pedal. 

Piano!



Keyboards 
I. Weighted Beginner Keyboard 

A. Casio CDP120 88 key Keyboard $399. 

B. Yamaha P35 88 key Keyboard 
$449.(Better sound) 

C. Yamaha YDP-181 Digital Piano 
$1899. 

II. Needed Accessory Gear 
          A. Keyboard Stand 
                 1.  Proline PL200 keyboard stand $49. 

          B. Keyboard Bench 
1. Proline PL1100 Piano Bench $39. 

2. Proline PL1250 Piano bench $69. 

          C. Headphones  

                 1. AKG K44 Headphones. $49. 

                 2. Sennheiser HD280 headphones. $99. 

          D. Music Stand 
                 1. Proline GMS80 Music stand 

          E. Sustain Pedal (Some Keyboards come with this) 
                 1.  M Audio SP2 Sustain Pedal. $29.



!

If you are starting, or your child is 
starting on guitar, you will just need a few basic 
pieces of equipment. If you’re starting on an 
acoustic guitar, that’s the only thing you need. If 
you are starting on an electric guitar you’ll need at 
least a small practice amp and cable. It’s not 
mandatory for beginning lessons, but an electronic 
tuner is recommended. You’ll need guitar picks for 
both as well. If you’re purchasing a guitar for your 
child, you’ll want to look at student sized guitars. 
Any reputable music store can help you with 
different sizes and styles of guitars. You don’t 
necessarily need to spend a ton of money on a 
guitar, but you’ll want to stay away from toy guitars 
and super cheap guitars. It is easier to get a better 
sound, and easier to learn in general, on a guitar 
that’s a little higher quality. You can get a great 
starting acoustic for around $100 and a decent 
starting electric package (that comes with 
everything you need) for around $200. 

Guitar 



Guitars 
I. Acoustic Beginner Guitar. 

A. Smaller Player Acoustic Guitar 
                 1.  Yamaha JR1 3/4 size acoustic guitar $99. 

                 2.  Yamaha APTX2 3/4 size acoustic guitar $199. 

                 3.  Taylor BT1 3/4 size acoustic guitar $299. 

B. Regular Size Acoustic Guitar. 
1. Mitchell MD100 acoustic guitar $99. 

2. Yamaha F335 acoustic guitar $159. 

3. Martin DXA1E acoustic guitar $499. 

II. Electric Beginner Guitar. 
A. Smaller Player Electic Guitar. 

1.  Squier Mini Electric Guitar $99. 

2.  Epiphone Les Paul Junior Electric Guitar $129. !
           B. Regular Size Electric Guitar. !

3.  Squier Electric Guitar $99. 

4. Epiphone Les Paul or SG speacial II. $149. 

5. Epiphone Les Paul Standard or Fender Mexi Strat 
$449.+ 

III.   Needed Accessory Items. 
A. Light gauge guitar picks $5 

B. D’Addario 10 gauge Electric 
Guitar Strings $5. 

        C. Guitar strap $6+ 

        D. Snark clip on tuner $29 

        E. Case or Bag $39+



There are several ways you can go with 
drums. The first is to go with a full 
acoustic drum kit. You can get a full size 
starter kit with cymbals for $500.00 to 
$600.00 if you search hard enough. Don't be afraid to 
purchase used drums, cymbals, or stands to get started. 
You can also get rubber pads that go over the drum heads 
to help control sound. Another way to go is with an 
electronic kit. This is great for sound control and space 
saving. The only drawback is that they don't feel like real 
drums but they are great to learn on and when you 
transition to an acoustic kit it will come together very fast. 
Electronic kits have really come down in prices and now 
there are electronic kits from $400.00 up to $4000.00. 
Another, very inexpensive option is to get what is called a 
practice pad drum set. It is essentially several rubber 
practice pads positioned to simulate the drum set. The 
pads will all sound slightly different so you still get tonal 
differences as you develop the physical skills needed to 
play drums. These can be purchased for a under $200.00. 
Many experienced drummers have one of these kits in 
their apartments or homes so they have something to 
practice on when they can't get to a full acoustic kit. The 
minimum stuff needed to get started on drums is a single 
practice pad and a pair of sticks.These two products can 
be obtained for about $30.00. 

Drums



!
Drums 
I. Beginner Practice Set Up. 

A. Vater 12in practice pad $30.00 

B. Vater wood tip drum sticks. 
$7.00+ 
1. 8 years and under 7a size  

2. 8 and older 5a to 5b size  

C. Metronome 
1. Download App  “Tempo”   

2. Korg MA30 metronome 

3.  Tama Rythmn Watch !
II.   Beginner Electric Set Up. 
          A.  5pc Electric Kit. $399.00 + 
                1.  Simmons SD5X Kit.  

                2.  Roland TD9K Kit.  

          B.  Drum Throne (seat) $39.00+ 
                1.  Pacific PDT700 Throne.  

                2.  Roc N Soc Drum Throne.  

          C. Headphones. $29.00+                            

              1. AKG K44 
                2. Sennheiser HD280 headphones. 

         D.  Bass Pedal. $59.00+ 

              1. Tama HP200 Single Pedal  

                2.  D.W. DWCP5000 Single Pedal 



III.  Beginner Acoustic 5pc Drum Set  
         Up. 

E.   Electric Kit Amp (Optional). $199.00 
      1. Simmons DA50 Amp. 
      2.  Roland KC350 Amp. 
         a. Instrument cable needed. $10.00+ 

A.  Sound Percussion SP2BK 4 piece Kit 
(for smaller players 8 and under). 299.00 

B.  Sound Percussion SP5 All in One Kit. 
299.00 

C.   Pacific Main Stage 5pc Kit (Better 
made) 599.00. 

D.   After option C drum sets are sold as 
seperate componets. Shell Pack, Cymbals, 
and Hardware. This allows for higher 
quality and a more custom set up. 


